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Motion Indicators

Motion Indicators tell passengers the direction the escalator is running. To keep the motion indicators looking their best, clean 
your handrails weekly.

Cleaning Instructions
• �Routine cleaning of handrails once a week using EHC Handrail Cleaner will increase visibility of your motion indicators.

• �EHC Handrail Polish will not discolour or harm motion indicators in any way and should be used in conjunction with EHC 
Handrail Cleaner.

• �Handrails operating in high traffic areas with increased exposure to the environmental elements may require cleaning 
with Ethyl Alcohol (95% alcohol, commonly known as rubbing alcohol). As excessive rubbing can damage the finish of the 
handrail, use moderate to light pressure.

Why Motion Indicators Discolour
 
Once in service, the handrail is exposed to a wide variety of grime 
such as grease, food, sweat, airborne residue and the handrail’s 
protective waxes, designed to naturally migrate to the surface of the 
rubber cover and protect it from environmental deterioration. It is 
the combined effect of all these factors that can result in a “gray” 
or “brown” discolouration throughout the handrail, consequently 
diminishing the contrast between the white dot and the black 
rubber cover. This is a common problem with black rubber products, 
comparable to the white walls on tires becoming discoloured without 
aggressive cleaning. While it is very difficult to avoid the discolouration 
process, it can be controlled through a strict cleaning program.

Often used as a safety feature in transportation 
systems, motion indicators on esclalators show 
passengers which direction the unit is moving.


